THE    ADVANCE    TO    MOSCOW
Reverend Hewlett Johnson, journalists like Walter
Duranty and Maurice Hindus, economists like G. D, H.
Cole and the Webbs, scientists like Professor Julian Huxley.
How could all these, so learned and so righteous, be wrong?
Was the Manchester Guardian given to falsehood, or
Fabians to hasty conclusions? Highbrow film societies
were enthralled by Russian films like Mother and The End
of St. Petersburg, and cheered to the skies the heroes of
the Revolution, as, later, they cheered the news that these
same heroes had mostly been shot as spies and traitors*
Week after week Soviet boats sailed from London for Lenin-
grad packed with distinguished passengers, all excited,
readers of Humanity Uprooted and Red Bread, appre-
ciative of the crew's singing of revolutionary songs and of
the captain's interesting speech; of the Lenin's Corner, and
of the unanimous decision taken at a meeting presided over
by someone from the London School of Economics that it
would be in bad taste to offer money to the stewards, but
perhaps some books for the ship's library might be permis-
sible; in each male heart a vision, never to be realised, of
a comsomolka with a red kerchief over jet black hair, with
dark glistening eyes and flushed cheeks, dancing a revolu-
tionary dance; in each female heart heaven knows what
visions.
Few there must be among Left sympathisers whose cir-
cumstances enable them to satisfy the minimum require-
ments laid down by Virginia Woolf (a room of one's own
and four hundred a year) for an adequate life, who did not
go on this pilgrimage, eagerly looking at all they were
shown and listening to all they were told, conducting fur-
tive money-changing transactions at unofficial rates, sending
postcards to awed relatives, buying with valuta perhaps a
Russian embroidered blouse or shirt for fancy-dress wear.
In the U.S.S.R., they created some wonder, much indigna-
tion, too; at home, they lectured, wrote, broadcast, culti-
vated beards which in some cases were trimmed like
Lenin's.
The Government, despite certain misgivings, resumed
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